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As a matter of fact both kings treated the bull as a vexa-
tious piece of papal interference. Edward I let it be under-
stood that if the clergy refused to pay the grant they had
promised, he would treat them as outlaws; that is to say, outlawry
the law of England would give them no rights against any- of clergy
one who defrauded or wronged them.   Still, the result was
to leave Edward in even greater straits for money, and, what
was worse, his barons refused to go to the war in France.
They were bound, they admitted, to accompany him; but Barons
they understood their obligation to " accompany " in the warthe
narrowest sense: they declared they would not go to Gas-
cony while he went to Flanders. The Constable Bigod, Earl
of Norfolk, and the Marshal Bohun, Earl of Hereford, were Refusal of
the ringleaders.   " By God, Sir Earl," said Edward to the
Constable in a ferocious pun, "thou shalt go or hang.
" By God, Sir King," was the cool reply, " I will neither
go nor hang." Hie two earls went home and fifteen hundred
knights with them, and Edward, now at his wits' end for
money and men, seized the wool from the merchants in
the ports, ordered the courtiers to find him provisions, and
soon after sailed for Flanders.
No sooner was he out of the kingdom than the two earls
appeared in London, and forbade the King's Council t
collect any of the moneys irregularly levied on wool.   A
Parliament was hastily summoned, and the earls demanded
that the Great Charter should be solemnly confirmed, with
the addition of a clause that the King was not to take " such
manner of aids or prises save by the common assent of the tarum"
realm "; that the " evil tax " (the maltdte) on wool was to (U97)
be given up; and that for the future the King and his heirs
would not take anything without the common consent and
goodwill of the commonalty of the realm, save only the
ancient  " custom"  on wool, skin, and leather already
granted.   The Council of Regency gave their promise to
this, and the King afterwards confirmed their promise.
This " Confirmation of the Charters " had very great im-